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EARLY ACTIVITIES IN KANSAS. 
A "brief survey of tlie events leading up to t e r -
r i t o r i a l organization. 
When, af t e r a long struggle, the "act to organize the 
t e r r i t o r i e s of Nebraska and Kansas" was passed and signed by 
President Pierce, May 30, 1854, i t was not as i s sometimes 
supposed, a new and unknown f i e l d that was being opened up 
for settlement. Not only was i t not an unknown f i e l d , but 
i t was a country that was already beginning to undergo the 
ref i n i n g process of c i v i l i z a t i o n ; so much so, i n fact that we 
cannot, as we do with many other states, date the beginning 
of the hi s t o r y of the development of Kansas from the time when 
the country was f i r s t organized into a t e r r i t o r y . We f i n d 
i n some of the h i s t o r i e s of Kansas statements to the effect 
that " when the Nebraska-Kansas b i l l passed Congress, Kan-
sas contained not a town or settlement of whites"; and these 
statements coupled with general impressions that we have of 
the western country at that time lead us at once to Jump 
to the conclusion that Kansas was then a barren waste, un-
inhabited except by a few roving bands of savages and the 
immense herds of buffaloes that .frhfm occupied the western 
pn a i r i e s , into which a few bold and adventurous traders and 
trappers had pushed their way. This conception of the condi-
tions An Kansas at the time of T e r r i t o r i a l organization i s 
not uncommon, but i t does not require more than a s u p e r f i c i -
a l examination i n t o the early h i s t o r y of t h i s region to con-
vince us that i t i s f a r from the r e a l condition of a f f a i r s 
at that time; while careful research and exhaustive i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n would undoubtedly r e s u l t i n very i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s t r u c t -
ive additions to Kansas h i s t o r y . 
Kansas i n the early part of the f i f t i e s was f u l l of 
l i f e and a c t i v i t y . The forerunners of c i v i l i z a t i o n and 
settlement had long since crowded over her eastern boundary 
and invaded the boundless fcr a i r i e s . For more than a h a l f 
century, her plai n s had been explored and re-explored, not 
only by expeditions sent out es p e c i a l l y for that purpose, 
but also by the trappers and fur-traders who p l i e d t h e i r trade 
West 
on the ttoanbin and Northwest. For more than a quarter century 
she had been the great highway for the p r a i r i e trade and com-
merce that sprang up between the f r o n t i e r towns of Missouri 
and Santa Fe and the surrounding towns of Mexico. Soon the 
removal of eastern t r i b e s of Indians to Kansas by the United 
States government l e d other c i v i l i z i n g agencies into t h i s w i l d 
country and Indiana missions and agencies were scattered over 
the p l a i n s . MmiammsnfiBfL As ear l y even as 1830, the e v i -
dences of the coming c i v i l i z a t i o n and settlement were very 
numerous. 
The e a r l i e s t expeditions i n t o what i s now Kansas r e s u l t -
ed i n p r a c t i c a l l y nothing that had any permanent e f f e c t up-
on the country i t s e l f , t h e i r value being only that they gave 
to the world an incre ased knowledge of t h i s vast unknown 
region. So we may pass over the expeditions of Coronado 
during the years 1540 and 1541 and the French explorations 
during the l a t t e r part of the seventeenth century and the 
beginning of the eighteenth. The fur-trade and trapping 
i n Kansas and the surrounding country was the f i r s t of the 
a c t i v i t i e s that was permanent from the beginning u n t i l the 
time of the actual settlement of Kansas^ and that was i n s t r u -
mental i n hastening t h i s settlement. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the fur-
trade i n the Louisiana T e r r i t o r y commenced i n 1712, when 
Crozat obtained from the French government a grant e n t i t l i n g 
him to a l l fur-trade and trapping i n Louisiana; but during 
the next h a l f century, although t h i s trade was carried on to 
some extent by d i f f e r e n t companies and i n d i v i d u a l tfcaders, 
there was no systematic fur-trading,and no permanent t r a d i n g 
posts were established as f a r up as the v a l l e y of the 
Missouri R i v e r . In 1799, P i e r r e Laclade Siquest and P i e r r e 
Choteau who f o r more than t h i r t y years had been trading and 
trapping i n t h i ^ v i c i n i t y , established ajpost near what i s 
now St. joeph ;Mo. and i n 1800 another was established on the 
Mi s s o u r i three miles below the mouth of the Kansas R i v e r . 
These however were not permanent; but when i n 1803 the L o u i s i 
ana T e r r i t o r y was purchased by the United Statesm t h i s f u r -
trade w i t h the Indians r a p i d l y increased and i n 1808,"$he 
Mi s s o u r i Fur Company" was organized w i t h Manuel de Lisa-a»* 
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and Pieree and August Choteau at the head.The few t r a d i n g 
posts whic;Hthey established among the Indians to the west 
of Missouri were not i n the nature of settlements but merely 
places of trade with the Indians and headquarters f o r trapping 
expeditions. In 1811, the most advanced white settlement was 
at Port Osage on the M i s s o u r i River a few miles east from the 
Kansas l i n e . In 1812,"thesissouri Pur Company" was d i s s o l v e d 
and i n 1813 "The American Pur Company" was founded with 
members of the Choteau family at the head. Prancis Choteau 
was sent to the region, now the state of Kansas, and was em-
ployed i n t r a d i n g w i t h the Indians f o r a number of years. In 
1821, a post known as Pour Houses was established on the north 
bank of the Kansas, twenty miles from i t s mouth. During t h i s 
same year also a general agency f o r f u r n i s h i n g supplies f o r 
these t r a d i n g expeditions was established at the mouth of the 
r i v e r and was also used as a c e n t r a l point from which traders 
were sent out i n t o the v i c i n i t i e s ^of the Neosho and bsage 
R i v e r s . L a t e r , i n 1825, Prancis Choteau was Joined by h i s 
brother and the two b u i l t a house on the present s i t e of 
Muncie. In 1830, a trading post was established on Mission 
Creek,then American Chief Creek, i n what i s now Shawnee County, 
and in 1834 another was established i n the present L i n n 
County by Girard and Choteau, agents for"The Northwestern 
Pur Company". I t was only a few years now u n t i l posts were e** 
established through the country from the P l a t t e ^ to the Ar 
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Arkansas River. Not a l l were permanent, but i n many of them 
we f i n d the beginning of l a t e r points of settlement; f o r these 
posts were usually w e l l chosen as regards l o c a t i o n and i t was 
but natural that when the flow of emigration set i n that i t 
should center around these points already established. 
The fur-trade, however, was not l i m i t e d to Kansas and 
the region east of the Rockies; f o r a l l the time i t had been 
growing here, i t was also spreading and extending over the 
mountains into the Northwest. This had i t s effect upon Kan-
sas; f o r a l l exploring and trading expeditions made Kansas 
t h e t r s t a r t i n g point. This resulted i n the esta b l i s h i n g of 
a regular route of t r a v e l , the Oregon T r a i l , which was l a t e r 
the highway f o r a l l emigration to Oregon^when by the tre a t y 
of June, 15, 1846, the dispute with England as to owner-
ship of t h i s country was brought to and end and i t was opened 
up for settlement. The Oregon Country had to some extent ex-
c i t e d the in t e r e s t of the explorer and trader since the year 
1804 when President Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark on the 
expedition across the newly acquired Louisiana i n order to 
explore the disputed t e r r i t o r y . In 1811 the Astorian s e t t l e -
ment was made here f o r trading purposes but was abandoned 
a f t e r being captured by the B r i t i s h during.the War of 1812. 
Stephen H. Long»s explorations which extended a l l through the 
west, beginning i n 1816 and l a s t i n g for nearly eight years, 
and more es p e c i a l l y the Yellowstone Expedition which he made 
i n 1819 and 1820, did much to extend the knowledge of t h i s 
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country, as d i d also the fur-trading^expedition of General 
W i l l i a m Ashley up the M i s s o u r i R i v e r and across the mountains 
i n 1822 and I823,and the l a t e r expeditions of John C. Fre-
mont from 1842 to 1845 a l l through the northwest. Gradually 
these explorers had wrought out the regular route of t r a v e l 
which became thoroughly established by 1845 and was known as 
"The Oregon T r a i l ? This t r a i l began at Independence, Missou-
r i and followed the Santa Fe T r a i l which was already e s t a b l i s h -
ed ; f o r f o r t y one m i l e s , then turning northwesterly; i t cross-
ed, the Wakarusa Creek at a point near what i s now Lawrence, 
and thence i t followed the Kansas River to near where Topeka 
i s now located.At t h i s point was stationed a f e r r y which had 
been established i n 1841 by the Papin brothers. Crossing the 
r i v e r here, the t r a i l continued northwesterly, crossing Turkey 
Creek and the L i t t l e and Big V e r m i l l i o n and coming then to 
the B i g Blue near i t s junction w i t h the L i t t l e Blue. Near t h i s 
point i t was Joined by the road which was l a t e r established 
from Port Leavenworth and St. Joseph. Prom here the road 
crossed i n t o Nebraska coming to the P l a t t e R i v e r twenty miles 
below the head of Grand Is l a n d . Prom here i t followed the 
P l a t t e crossing the fouth Jfork at i t s j u n c t i o n w i t h the north, 
V » 
and passed through Port Laramie northwesterly across the moun-
t a i n s by way of South Pass,discovered by Ashlyy i n 1823, i n t o 
the Oregon Country. Thus i t was that the e a r l y fur-trade and 
trapping i n the west and northwest had an important i n f l u e n c e 
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upon Kansas not only because permanent settlements grew out 
of the t r a d i n g posts, but also because i t was instrumental i n 
the of 
^opening up Athe Northwest, which i n i t ; s t u r n was a great 
b e n e f i t to Kansas because of the hundreds of emigrants f l o c k -
i n g there by way of the roads over the Kansas p l a i n s 
In connection w i t h the fur-trade and i n f l u e n c i n g the g£0 
growthand development of the country i n a s i m i l a r but even 
more e f f e c t i v e way was the Santa Pe trade and commerce 
which,as has .already been mentioned, had grown up between 
the f r o n t i e r towns of M i s s o u r i and Santa Pe, Mexico. This 
Santa Pe trade owed i t s o r i g i n to the c o n d i t i o n of commercial 
i s o l a t i o n which e x i s t e d at that time i n Santa Pe and the 
surrounding towns, Vera Cruz being f u r t h e r away and more i n -
accessatole than M i s s o u r i , Trappers and hunters during the 
l a t t e r 
wmmkyi part of the eighteenth century had made the journey to 
Santa Pe by d i f f e r e n t routes and brought very f l a t t e r i n g r e -
p o r t s of the wonderful p o s s i b i l i t i e s of trade w i t h t h i s country. 
The f i r s t e x p e d i t i o n , however, that was made f o r commercial 
purposes was i n 1804 when B a p t i s t e La Lande, a Prench Creole* 
wasfc sent by William Munson. He went from Kaskaskia, I l l i -
n o i s to Santa Pe c a r r y i n g h i s goods, but a f t e r having disposed 
of them at an exceedingly h i g h p r i c e , remained i n Santa Pe, 
u t t e r l y d i s r e g a r d i n g h i s o b l i g a t i o n s to h i s employer. I n 1805, 
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f i n a l l y reached Santa Pe.He was the f i r s t American to make 
the t r i p . Here, Captain Zebulon M. Pike found him i n 1806 
when he made h i s expedition up the Osage River into the Rocky 
Mountains and was captured by Spaniards within t h e i r t e r r i -
tory and Taken to Santa Pe. When Pike was released and 
returned home, making a report of h i s expedition and again 
emphasizing the opportunities for trade with Santa Pe, an 
active i n t e r e s t began to be directed towards Santa Pe. But 
the h o s t i l i t y of the Spanish government for a time complete-
l y discouraged a l l commercial intercourse between Americans 
and Mexiaans. In 1812 McKnight, Baird and Chambers made t h e i r 
expedition across the p r a i r i e s and into Spanish dominions 
where they were imprisoned and held for nine years. This con-
tinued h o s t i l i t y was not very conducive to the development of 
trade and commerce; but i n 1821 a change occurred i n Spanish 
government which was favorable to American trade and t h i s same 
year Captain William Beckmell made the f i r s t regular trading 
expedition from Missouri to Santa Pe and was the founder of 
the Santa Pe trade and t r a i l . Instead of following the route 
which e a r l i e r adventurers had taken, up the Arkansas and 
around by Taos, he crossed the Arkansas River near what i s 
now Dodge City? Kansas and went di r e c t to San Migual. In 
h i s expedition of 1824, he was the f i r s t to use wagons i n -
stead'of pack-horses and mules to transport h i s merchandise. 
In 1822, then, the "commerce of the p r a i r i e s " had i t s begin-
ning. I t . grew and developed r a p i d l y . Soon great caravans 
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were wending t h e i r ways across the Kansas p l a i n s and i n t o 
Mexico beyond. During the f i r s t few years, the t r a f f i c amount-
ed to from f i f t y to one hundred thousand d o l l a r s per 
year. At f i r s t , t h e headquarters f o r the o u t f i t t i n g and 
departure of these t r a i n s of commerce was at F r a n k l i n , a 
l i t t l e town on the Miss o u r i R i v e r , about one hundred and 
f i f t y m i l e s west from St. L o u i s , a l l goods and supplies 
r 
being shipped from St. Louis by steamboats. This p o i n t , 
however, was not used long f o r i t was cheaper to ship 
goods by water as f a r as p o s s i b l e ^ and i n 1832, the head-
quarters f o r o u t f i t t i n g and supplies was tr a n s f e r r e d to 
Independence, M i s s o u r i , to which point goods were shipped 
d i r e c t l y from St. Lou i s . The Santa Pe T r a i l followed by 
these t r a i n s entered Kansas i n Johnson County near Meadow 
Creek i n Oxford Township, Thence i t Mgnfamn passed a 
l i t t l e south of west through what are now Johnson, Doug-
las$,«nm Osage and Lyon Counties to Council Grove. This 
place was a rendezvous and f i n a l gathering place f o r a l l 
wagons and was considered as the r e a l point of departure. 
Here the caravans were organized and one man was chosen as 
captain who was to d i r e c t the journey and act as general 
overseer i n a l l preparations f o r the coming t r i p and es-
p e c i a l l y to provide against attacks from the Indians of 
the p l a i n s . Sometimes there were as many as two hundred 
men i n one caravan and generally from twenty to eighty *» 
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or one hundred wagons, one hundred being considered un-
u s u a l l y l a r g e . The value of the goods transported gener-
a l l y averaged about $2,000.06. to the wagon. Prom Coun-
c i l Grove, the road ran s t i l l southwesterly, crossed Cot-
tonwood Creek, Turkey Creek, the L i t t l e Arkansas and Cow 
Creek and reached the Arkansas River at the great bend. 
Thence i t followed the r i v e r to near what i s now Cimarron 
s t a t i o n on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Pe R a i l r o a d . 
Crossing the r i v e r here, the road traversed s i x t y miles 
of desert ibDmiifalaB^ and came to the Cimarron 
Ri v e r and from there ran d i r e c t l y to Santa Pe. The e n t i r e 
distance covered by t h i s route was seven hundred and eighty 
m i l e s . 
R e a l i z i n g the importance of t h i s commerce,Thomas H. 
Benton of Missouri had, i n 1824, secured the passage of 
a b i l l i n the United States Congress providing an approp-
r i a t i o n of $10,000.93 f o r surveying and marking t h i s road, 
and #20,000.ffi f o r securing from the Indians the r i g h t of 
t r a n s i t across t h e i r country. In 1825, the Commission f o r 
t h i s purpose marked the way, following the route already 
established,with the exception that they extended i t up 
the Arkansas River to i t s source and from there went by 
way, of Taos d i r e c t to Mexico. This longer route, however, 
was not generally followed by traders, even though i t was 
safer and not so d i f f i c u l t i n passage. 
The f i r s t period of the Santa Pe trade lastecfumtil 
1843, when i t was p r o h i b i t e d altogether by the Mexican 
government. During t h i s time, the amount of merchandise 
c a r r i e d across the p l a i n s had increased from$l5,000 i n 
1822 to $450,000 i n 1843. The number of wagons c r o s s i n g 
the p r a i r i e s had increased from twenty s i x i n 1824 to 
two hundred and t h i r t y i n 1843 and the number of men from 
seventy in. 1822 to three hundred and fifty*"L843. .mMaafawraa 
mmmgim The p r o h i b i t i o n of the trade i n 1843 was only a 
f u t i l e e f f o r t on the part of the Mexican government to 
t u r n the t i d e and prevent the i n e v i t a b l e c r i s i s that was 
soon to b r i n g about the annexation of a l l t h i s southern 
t e r r i t o r y to the United States. But i t was a l l i n v a i n . 
For years i n f l u e n c e s had been i n operation that were to 
s e t t l e the d e s t i n i e s of these Mexican provinces. The 
n e c e s s i t y f o r t h i s trade was so great that i t could not 
be cut o f f f o r long. By h i s decree of March 31, 1844, 
Santa Anna again opened the northern towns of Mexico to 
commerced because of the d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and threatened 
r e v o l t of the Mexicans. T r a f f i c was s c a r c e l y w e l l under 
way again, however, when the storm broke and the Mexican 
War prevented a l l f u r t h e r commercial i n t e r c o u r s e . But 
immediately a f t e r the Mexican War the trade was renewed 
on a l a r g e r scale than ever. The very f a c t that t h i s 
t e r r i t o r y to the southwest now belonged to the United States, increased the n e c e s s i t y f o r trade and made gre a t e r 
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the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of commercial development. 
The immense number of wagons and men crossing the 
p r a i r i e s annually had an e f f e c t upon the country through 
which they passed. Relay stations for o u t f i t t i n g and 
supplies, r e p a i r shops and trading posts were established 
along the l i n e . Council Grove, so named by the com-
missioners f o r surveying the Santa Pe T r a i l i n 1825, had 
been established since the beginning of the Santa Pe trade. 
The Walnut Creek Post Office on the Santa Pe route where 
the t r a i l crosses Walnut Creek had been established since 
1850 and Council C i t y on Switzler's Creek was just begin-
ning to be s e t t l e d . A l l along the whole t r a i l as f a r as 
i t passed through Kansas, i n f a c t , the whole country was 
f u l l of the s p i r i t an energy of pioneer l i f e . 
There seemed to be l i t t l e thought at t h i s time of 
permanent settlementdilA and development of Kansas her-
s e l f . A l l e f f o r t s expended upon Kansas s o i l were merely 
to make communications between the Bast and f a r West 
better and more r a p i d . This was due to the fact that 
a l l eastern and c e n t r a l Kansas was taken up by the r e s e r -
vations granted to the Indian t r i b e s . The native t r i b e s 
of Kansas which had formerly roamed without .restraint 
over al} the western p r a i r i e s had, by treaty w i t h the 
United States i n 1825, agreed tO confine themselves wi t h -
i n d e f i n i t e boun da r i e s , the Kansas Indians occupying 
lands to the north of the Kansas River and the Osages to 
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the south along what i s now the state l i n e . They ceded the 
remainder of lands claimed by them to the United States, 
and thus the way was opened tip f o r the United States 
government to carry out the p o l i c y of removing Indians 
of eastern states to d i s t r i c t s marked out f o r them i n 
what was then the Mi s s o u r i T e r r i t o r y . During the period 
from 1825 to 1854, many of these t r e a t i e s f o r removal were 
made and soon a l l eastern Kansas was occupied by Indian 
t r i b e s , i n c l u d i n g the Osages, Kansas, Cherokees, Miamies, 
Peorias, Kaskaskias, Ottawas, Sacs and Poxes,Shawnees, 
Pottawatomies, Delawares, Kickapoos, Quapawa, Missourj^s, 
Piankashaws, Iowas, Weas, Wyandottes and remnants of 
t r i b e s of New York Indians. I t was not so much by these 
t r i b e s that the traders and explorers of the p r a i r i e s were 
troubled and at times attacked as by the roving t r i b e s 
that s t i l l inhabited the p l a i n s to the west. In the t r e a t -
i e s which ceded these lands 60 Kansas to the Indian t r i b e s , 
they were guaranteed permanent possession, there seeming 
to be l i t t l e thought of anything else but that t h i s country 
should be e n t i r e l y set aside f o r the Indians and that there 
would never be any encroachment by the whites. The r e s u l t 
was that from the viewpoint of the emigrant and s e t t l e r , 
t h i s b a r r i e r to the occupation and settlement of the best 
lands of Kansas was a decided hindrance to the development 
of t h i s region and the advancement of c i v i l i z a t i o n ; but 
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from another point of view, the occupation of these lands 
by the Indians , as f a r as i t s e f f e c t upon the country i s 
concerned, was not e n t i r e l y i n v a i n . There were forces 
at work among the Indians which i n a measure counteracted 
the drawback which t h e i r occupation envolved. Theseta were 
the Indian Missions and agencies , established among the 
d i f f e r e n t t r i b e s of Indians p r i m a r i l y f o r the purpose of 
educating,mmm t r a i n i n g ^ and c i v i l i z i n g them, but which, 
i n order to accomplish t h i s end, had n e c e s s a r i l y brought 
w i t h them some of the equipments of c i v i l i z e d l i f e and i n 
t h e i r work had helped to develop the hidden resources of 
the p r a i r i e s , formerly so u n i n v i t i n g ; and besides had 
added t h e i r numbers to the settlements of whites which 
were j u s t beginning to be scattered over the t e r r i t o r y i n 
1854. 
The f i r s t of these missions i n Kansas were estab-
l i s h e d i n 1820 when on J u l y 19, two Presbyterian s t a t i o n s 
were l o c a t e d among the Osage Indians. This t r i b e was one 
of the l a r g e s t , c o n s i s t i n g of nearly s i x thousand people, 
but nevertheless seems to have been much neglected by the 
miss i o n a r i e s and the government. Other missionaries came 
here i n 1822 and located i n what i s now Neosho County, 
but soon these e f f o r t s were abandoned and not u n t i l 1847 
was any e f f e c t i v e work done there. At t h i s time Rev. 
John Schoenmaker came to the old s t a t i o n i n the present 
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Heosho County, accompanied by a s s i s t a n t s and established a 
school f o r boys and l a t e r ^ one f o r g i r l s also was s t a r t e d . 
Under t h i s leadership, much was done for t h i s t r i b e both 
i n the way of i n d u s t r i a l and general education. 
Missionary work was commenced among the Kansas Indians 
i n 1827 when the government established an Indian agencny 
under Barnett Vasquez on the Kanaas^±«Brand on the south 
l i n e of the present county of Jefferson. Daniel M. Boone, 
son of Daniel Boone of Kentucky, was sent here as farmer 
f o r the Indians and under h i s guidance they soon began to 
l e a r n the a r t of a g r i c u l t u r e . Later with the assistance 
of the government the Methodists also established a 
mission school here. 
The Shawnee Indians, located j u s t south of the Kansas 
River and numbering between eight and nine hundred people 
received more at t e n t i o n thaA e i t h e r of the native t r i b e s . 
In 1829, the Methodists commenced work here by e s t a b l i s h -
ing a school Ifrmsm under the d i r e c t i o n of Reverend Thomas 
Johnson. This was located i n what i s now Shawnee Town-
ship, Johnson County. Later i n 1831, Rev? Isaac McCoy 
established a Baptist mission near t h i s same point .This 
soon grew to be An important s t a t i o n . In 1839, Rev. 
Thomas Barker was put i n charge and i n 1848, he had a 
church erected which was one of the f i r s t frame b u i l d i n g s 
erected i n Kansas. Rev. McCoy was made an agent by the 
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government f o r colonizing Indians and established missions 
among other t r i b e s as w e l l . In 1833, Jotham Meeker, a 
p r i n t e r , w i t h h i s wife, came to t h i s mission bsinging 
w i t h him a p r i n t i n g press and began p r i n t i n g Indian 
pamphlets and issued an Indian newspaper. Later i n 1837, 
he located among the Ottawas. Near the Baptist mission 
was the Friend's Shawnee Labor School, at which there were 
t h i r t y Indian people Ainstructed i n a g r i c u l t u r e and the 
mechanical and domestic a r t s . Connected w i t h t h i s school, 
there was a farm consisting of over two hundred acres of 
land fenced and c u l t i v a t e d . 
This same year, 1831, a missionary st a t i o n i n charge 
of Rev. E.T. Perry and h i s wife was founded among the 
Delawares who were located i n the upper angle formed by the 
jun c t i o n of the Missouri and Kansas Rivers. This t r i b e 
numbered nearly a thousand and was w e l l advanced i n c i v i -
l i z a t i o n , l i v i n g i n w e l l b u i l $ l o g houses and being supplied 
w i t h cattl», horses and swine. In addition to the mission-
ary work among them, they received considerable assistance 
4 
from the government. In 1832, Dr. Johnston, for the 
B a p t i s t s , founded a mission post there and schools and 
farms soon followed. 
The Kickapoos who were just north of the Delawares 
and who had about four hundred Indians i n t h * i r t r i b e , 
were also being r a p i d l y c i v i l i z e d . The government 
a s s i s t e d them m a t e r i a l l y and many of them became good 
f a r mers. A Methodist mission was established here i n 
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1833 by Rev. J.C. Berryman and i n 1836 a Catholic mission 
was also founded. 
The Pottawatomie t r i b e of Indians which numbered about 
mfl sixteen hundred and was located south and west of the 
Delawares and north and west of the Shawnees, we*e f i r s t 
approached i n 1833, when Rev. Robert Simerwell and wife 
l e f t the Shawnee Baptist mission to start work there. The 
St. Mary's Catholic mission was alee located here about 
t h i s time.on Sugar Creek. In 1847, i t was removed to the 
south bank of the Kansas Rdnrer i n the southwest part of 
what i s now Shawnee County; but i n 1848 was removed across 
the r i v e r where an excellent school for Indians soon grew 
up. 
The Ottawa Indians, of whom there were about three 
hundred and f i f t y , were lo.cated south of the Shawnees and 
t h i r t y miles west of Missouri. They received much help 
from the government i n addition to that received from the 
mission post and school started there i n 1837 by Mr. Meek-
er. They were among the more advanced t r i b e s as f a r as 
c i v i l i z a t i o n was concerned. 
In addition to those already mentioned, other mission 
posts and schools were gradually located among the Otoes, 
Iowas, Sacs and Poxes, Peorias, Kaskaskias, Weas and 
Piankashaws. The work among these t r i b e s however was not 
so a c t i v e . The Iowas received considerable help from the 
government, but with t h i s exception these t r i b e s were 
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somewhat neglected both, by the government and'the churches. 
In a l l t h e i r missionary e f f o r t s , the churches were very 
g r e a t l y a s s i s t e d by the^ government and i t was because of 
t h i s that they were enabled to do as much as they d i d . Their 
work,as we have seen, included not only r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i a i 
and t r a i n i n g , but i n d u s t r i a l t r a i n i n g and education as w e l l . 
Farms were l a i d out and c u l t i v a t e d , schools were established 
f o r g i r l s and boys, blacksmith shops were operated, and 
houses and churches were b u i l t . By 1854, missions were 
established among p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the t r i b e s of Kansas and 
they became the center of i n t e r e s t , not only for the 
Indians but f o r a l l the whites that might be i n the v i c i -
n i t y . Other a c t i v i t i e s followed them, so that with the 
passing of the Indians as they were again removed by the 
government to what i s now Indian T e r r i t o r y , the mission 
posts were transformed into permanent white settlements. 
In t h i s way, the missionaries had done a service not only 
to the red man, but to the white man as well, who was 
f a s t encroaching upon the Indian reservations. How great 
t h i s service was, cannot be e a s i l y estimated, but i t ex-
tended to the explorer, the trader, the t r a v e l l e r , the 
emigrant and the s e t t l e r and must be counted i n along w i t h 
the other agencies that were fastening the time when Kan-
sas should be claimed e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the white man. 
During the years ftfamh i n which the early expedi-
t i o n s and explorations were taking place and l a t e r the 
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trade and commerce across the p r a i r i e s together w i t h the 
removal of Indian t r i b e s i n t o the Missouri T e r r i t o r y , i t 
was necessary that the United States should e s t a b l i s h 
some sort of m i l i t a r y supervision over the country. With the 
sending out of m i l i t a r y detachments for purposes of ex-
p l o r a t i o n and f o r the protection of the trappers and 
traders and wi t h the establishment of m i l i t a r y posts and 
b u i l d i n g of m i l i t a r y roads at points so that the control 
would be most e f f e c t i v e , there was greater encouragement 
and 
to the East to t r y the fortunes of the West; . flou w i t h the 
Assurance of protection there came the form of settlement 
that i s always bound to f o l l o w m i l i t a r y occupation and con-
t r o l . 
United States m i l i t a r y a u t hority i n Louisiana dates 
from March 10, 1804, when Major Amos Stoddard assumed the 
duties of governor of upper Louisiana; but f o r a l l p r a c t i -
c a l purposes, t h i s a u t h o r i t y was not f e l t and was not estab-
l i s h e d i n Kansas and the country west of Missouri u n t i l 
1827, when a part of the Third Regiment of the United States 
troops, eonsisting of about two hundred men under the com-
mand of Major Baker, was stationed at the point where F t . 
Leavenworth now stands. This point was chosen i n accord-
ance w i t h orders from headquarters of the army, dated 
March 7, 1827, which directed C o l . Leavenworth to s e l e c t 
a s i t e w i t h i n twenty miles above ar below the mouth of the 
L i t t l e P l a t t e R i v e r . H e w a s u n a D l e to f i n d a suitable l o -
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cation on the east bank of the r i v e r , and chose the 
present point which i s an admirable one .. The government 
reserve, one of the most beautiful spots along the bank 
of the Missouri River, included nine square miles. I t was 
undoubtedly the f o r t that determined the l o c a t i o n og the 
c i t y of Leavenworth i n the summer of 1854, i n the v a l l e y 
three miles south of the f o r t . U n t i l February 8, 1832, 
t h i s point was c a l l e d a cantonment, hut at that time be-
came a f o r t and i n honor of Col. Henry H. Leavenworth was 
c a l l e d Fort Leavenworth. Col. Leavenworth began erect-
ing barracks i n July of t h i s same year and t h i s post soon 
became the point of departure f o r a l l m i l i t a r y expeditions 
to the mem surroundih. g country and occasionally was 
callednipon to f u r n i s h s o l d i e r s to protect traders from the 
Indians of the p l a i n s . It also bore an important r e l a t i o n 
to the traders among the Indians because of i t s part 
i n carrying out the regulations governing Indian trade. 
Later during the Mexican war, F t . Leavenworth became one 
of the p r i n c i p a l points of rendezvous f o r forces destined 
to service further west. 
In the spring of 1839, Col. Henry Dodge of the United 
States army commenced h i s expedition to the Rocky Mountains 
from F t . Leavenworth. In t h i s journey, he followed the 
west bank of the Missouri River nearly to the mouth of the 
P l a t t e , and then turning west he explored alon-:g the Platte 
River to i t s source ^ H e t h e n turned south and t r a v e l l e d 
i n -
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over the mountains, thence coming back along the v a l l e y of 
the Arkansas Riv e r . The route which he followed i s a l -
most i d e n t i c a l w i t h that followed by d i f ferent R a i l r o a d 
l i n e a to-day. This can undoubtedly be a t t r i b u t e d to the 
f a c t that the paths opened up by h i s journey were followed 
by the emigrants i n l a t e r ye ars and the overland stage 
and mail l i n e s ; so that i t was but natural that r a i l r o a d s 
shoukd f o l l o w l i n e s of t r a v e l already established and alorg 
which the important points of settlement were l o c a t e d . 
On October 31st, a report of a plan of defenses f o r 
the western f r o n t i e r was submitted to the war department 
and included a l i n e of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s south from F t . Leav-
enworth through what i s now Pt . Scott to F t . anith, Arkan-
sas. This r e s u l t e d i n the establishment of F t . Scott. 
In 1842, Captain Benjamin Moore and Dr. Mott of the United 
States Army selected Camp Scott i n Southeastern Kansas as 
an a d d i t i o n a l m i l i t a r y center i n the west. In 1843, the 
name was changed to F t . Scott. This post never was an 
important one and was only occupied byM 'troops u n t i ^ 1855 
when i t was abandoned, the government property being sold 
f o r a very i n s i g n i f i c a n t sum. 
Soon a f t e r t h i s post was established, the d i f f i c u l t -
i e s between Texas and Mexico and l a t e r between the United 
« 
States and Mexico made i t necessary to send troops mobi-
l i z e d at F o r t s Leavenworth and Scott int o the southwest, 
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and during the Mexican War, the Kansas plains were crossed 
and re-crossed by United States troops. Probably the 
Mexican War and the consequent opening of the new lands 
annexed d i d more to hasten settlement i n Kansas than any 
other one thing. At any r a t e , i t increased very greatly 
m i l i t a r y operations i n Kansas and a l l through the west. 
An increased number of so l d i e r s were necessary for the war; 
posts and places of supply must be had f o r the s o l d i e r s , 
and m i l i t a r y roads had to be established f o r t h e i r use/ 
Later troops had to be sent along the routes of t r a v e l i n -
to the new lands f o r the protection of the thousands of 
emigrants going there t o s e t t l e . 
In 1850, the great m i l i t a r y road was established 
from F t . Leavenworth to F t . Kearney. This went up through 
are 
what dm now Leavenworth,Atchison, Nemaha, Marshall and 
Washington Counties northwesterly into Hebraska and was 
afterwards followed by the overland mail stages. 
Soon a f t e r t h i s , i n March, 1853, Fort R i l e y was e«-
tetablished i n accordance with the recommendation of Col-
onel T.T. Fauntleroy of the l i r s t Dragoons who,in h i s 
l e t t e r of J u l y 31, 1852, to General T.S. Jessup, Quarter-
master General of the United States Armyjsaid that he r e -
an expenditure for 
fused to recommend^repairs at Fort Leavenworth because 
A 
he d i d not eonsider that post as best suited f o r the m i l -
i t a r y operations i n that quarter. He also urged ahe 
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establishment of a m i l i t a r y post at or near a point on 
the Kansas R i v e r where the Republican fork u n i t e s w i t h 
i t . He f u r t h e r urged the discontinuance of the Leaven-
worth, Scott, Atkinson, Kearney and Laramie posts and 
the concentration of troops at the post proposed. A 
m i l i t a r y camp c a l l e d Camp Center was esta b l i s h e d at t h i s 
place i n the f a l l of 1852 and i t was made a permanent post 
by the establishment of Fort R i l e y i n the spring of 1854. 
The other posts were not abandoned at that time i n accord-
ance w i t h the BMJMMi—dhstefcoM recommendation, but l a t e r 
a l l were w i t h the exception of Forts Leavenworth and Kearn-
ey. This shows the tendency of m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t i e s to 
extend to the west. 
By the spring of 1854, then, j u s t previous to the 
coming of t e r r i t o r i a l government, the whole country was 
under m i l i t a r y s u pervision and the power of the c e n t r a l 
government was f e l t i n every d i s t r i c t . The m i l i t a r y 
government had prepared the way f o r the c i v i l , and i n 
p r o v i d i n g f o r the neea^sjof the present had made greater the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the f u t u r e . I t &ad come to protect 
and encourage the hardy pioneer, adventurer and t r a d e r i n 
h i s e a r l i e r e f f o r t s and to represent the government i n 
i t s d e a l i n g s w i t h the Indians, and i n doing so had made 
the way e a s i e r f o r the coming of greater things which 
were to determine the destiny of Kansas. 
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In a d d i t i o n to the a c t i v i t i e s which were very 
g r a d u a l l y growing and developing i n such a way as to b r i n g 
about the opening of Kansas and a l l the western country, 
there occurred a rapid s e r i e s of events i n the ten years 
previous to the passing of the Nebraska-Kansas b i l l that 
were very powerful i n t h e i r i n f l u e n c e . The e f f e c t of 
these events were f e l t only i n d i r e c t l y i n Kansas f o r they 
a l l occurred i n the t e r r i t o r y beyond the Rockies; yet they 
atfe so important as f a c t o r s i n the growth of Kansas that 
they KUBiuDm cannot be disregarded. The f i r s t of these, 
the Mormon emigration from I l l i n o i s to what i s now the 
state of Utah, had no i n t i m a t a connection w i t h the other 
a c t i v i t i e s of the west, but was an e n t i r e movement i n 
i t s e l f . The bulk of the Mormon emigaation was aeross the 
present 
^state of Nebraska. S t a r t i n g west i n 1845 and ftix , they 
spent the winter of 1846 and seven encamped along the 
M i s s o u r i R i v e r . The p r i n c i p a l camp, known as "Winter 
Quarters" was at a point on the west bank of the M i s s o u r i 
where Florence, Nebraska i s now s i t u a t e d . E a r l y i n 
1847, the march began from the M i s s o u r i R i v e r , a pioneer 
band being sent out to explore the path and the others 
f o l l o w i n g . They want along the Oregon T r a i l to where 
i t crosses the P l a t t e , then — x j c f c a x X H K f o l l o w i n g the 
south branch of^the P l a t t e , crossed the mountains and 
came to Utah by way of Fort B r i d g e r . Some of the smaller 
25. 
companies, however, undoubtedly did cross through Kansas. 
There was a Mormon encampment at Atchison during the time 
of the emigration; te**- those who di d cross Kansas went 
by way of the Oregon T r a i l from Independence and St • 
Joseph, M i s s o u r i northwest, j o i n i n g the route of the other 
expeditions l a t e r on. The settlement i n Utah was of more 
importance to Kansas than the emigration; There were 
about f i f t e e n thousand of them who s e t t l e d i n Utah and a l l 
s u p p l i e s and communications must come through Kansas by 
the r e g u l a r routes of t r a v e l . 
During the time of the Mormon emigration, a f f a i r s 
had come to a c r i s i s i n the southwest w i t h M e x i e o . Texas 
had been annexed to the United States by j o i n t r e s o l u t i o n 
of Congress, signed by the preside n t , March 1, 1845. In-
d i r e c t l y t h i s event had a very powerful i n f l u e n c e i n help-
i n g * to shape the destiny of Kansas . The Mexican War 
was the d i r e c t r e s u l t of t h i s annexation and when the war 
clouds had r o l l e d away and the t r e a t y was signed i n Febru-
a r y , 1848, the United States found h e r s e l f i n possession 
of New Mexico and the much coveted C a l o f o r n i a . Nine 
days before the signing of the t r e a t y an event occurred 
which was soon to bring great throngs and multitudes i n t o 
t h i s d i s t r i c t from almost every quarter of the globe. 
This was the discovery of gold i n the f o o t h i l l s of the 
Si e r r a s i n January, 1848. The news d i d not begin to 
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spread totil the following summer, and soon blacksmiths, 
carpenters, farmers, masons, s o l d i e r s , s a i l o r s and domestics, 
a l l were l e a v i n g t h e i r occupations to enter the gold f i e l d s . 
During the year of 1849, 39,000 of these gold seekers 
a r r i v e d by water and 42,000 overland. Of those who came 
overland, the great majority came by way of Kansas. The 
news of t h i s discovery had spread l i k e w i l d f i r e j^and 
thousands upon thousands flocked across the p r a i r i e s i n 
search of w e a l t h I t i s estimated that during the spring 
and summer of 1849, following the gold excitement, over 
f i f t e e n thousand wagons crossed the Missouri River on the 
f e r r i e s at St. Joseph, and at the towns on the r i v e r from 
Council B l u f f s to Independence, twenty seven thou sand 
men and nearly f o r t y thousand oxen and mules were f e r r i e d 
across the r i v e r . 
i 
I t was these a c t i v i t i e s i n the west; the emigration 
and settlement i n Oregon, the trade and commerce inn the 
southwest, the s e t t l e r s and great numbers of miners 
of C a l i f o r n i a , the Mormon s e t t l e r s i n Utah and t i e m i l i -
t a r y detachments scattered a l l through t h i s country ^Jiat 
made xfe necessary the establishment of the overland 
mail,- stage and express l i n e s which were operated a l l 
during the f i f t i e s and s i x t i e s . A l l the important l i n e s 
of t h i s kind had t h e i r s t a r t i n g point i n Kansas. 
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Of these d i f f e r e n t l i n e s which, were established through 
Kansas, the one that i n t e r e s t s us most i s that of the 
overland m a i l ; for i t was t h only one of them that was 
put i n t o nqpfloac operation previous to the year 1854 . 
The f i r s t of the f r o n t i e r mail l i n e s was established i n 
May, 1849 from Independence, Missouri to Santa Pe, New 
Mexico, by way of the old Santa Pe T r a i l . This route 
covered a distance of ^850 miles and the time occupied!* 
i n making the t r i p was a month each way. The d i f f i c u l t i e s 
to be overcome for the f i r s t few years were enormous. 
The country was infested w i t h h o s t i l e t r i b e s of Apaches, 
Kiowas, Pawnees, Arapahoes, Cheyennes and Comanches, and 
the contractor was subjected to immense losses on account 
of thejdepredations of these Indians i n addition to the 
heavy expense to be incurred i n the equipment for the 
journey. There was no m i l i t a r y protection furnished at the 
points where i t was most needed. The consequence was that 
every stage had to carry w i t h i t i t s own means of pro-
t e c t i o n . An a r t i c l e i n the "Missouri Commonweal t h " , 
dated J u l y 1850 w&ich was published at that time i n Inde-
pendence, Missouri gives a good description of the f i r s t 
stage l i n e and shows also something of the e f f e c t that i t 
had upon the* opening up of Kansas. "The stages",it 
says, "are gotten up i n elegant s t y l e and are each arrang-
ed to convey eight passengers. The bodies are b e a u t i f u l -
l y painted and made water t i g h t , with a viww of using 
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them as boats i n ferrying streams. The team consists of 
s i x mules to each coach. The mail i s guarded by eight men 
armed as follows; Each man has at h i s side fastened on 
the stage one of Colt's revolving r i f l e s , i n a holster be-
low one of Colt's long revolvers, and i n h i s b e l t a small 
Colt's revolver, besides a hunting k n i f e , so that these 
eight men are ready i n case of attack, to discharge one 
hundred and t h i r t y s i x shots without having to reload. 
This i s equal to a small army, armed as i n the ancient 
times, and from the looks of t h i s escort, ready as they 
are f o r offensive and defensive warfare with the savages, 
we have no fears for the safety of the mails." 
"The accommodating contractors have established a sort 
of base of r e f i t t i n g at Council Grove, a distance of one 
hundred and f i f t y - m i l e s from t h i s , c i t y , and have sent out 
a blacksmith, and a number of men to cut and cure hay, 
wit h a quantity of animals grain and provisions and we 
understand they intend to make a sorfr of t r a v e l l i n g s t a -
t i o n there and to commence a farm.. They a l s o , we be-
l i e v e , intend to make a s i m i l a r settlement at Walnut 
Creek, next season. Two of t h e i r stages w i l l start from 
here the f i r s t of every month." So we see that Coun-
c i l Grove iked- by t h i s time had become an important s e t t l e -
ment i n Kansas^ I t was the p r i n c i p a l relay s t a t i o n and 
contained a p o s t - o f f i c e , a blacksmith shop, supply stores 
and the surrounding country was being placed under c u l t i -
******* Similar *uu Uua wm^ nni.iii.Huw * 
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v a t i o n . Similar s t a t i o n s were established at other p o i n t s 
along the l i n e . Soon a f t e r the beginning og the s e r v i c e , 
the Walnut Creek p o s t - o f f i c e was established at the point 
where the t r a i l crosses Walnut Creek near the Arkansas 
R i v e r . Here also a relay s t a t i o n was p l a c e * and shops f o r 
r e p a i r i n g and o u t f i t t i n g . Council C i t y also had a post-
o f f i c e and the l i t t l e town of Delaware ten miles up from 
the mouth of the Kansas River had a post - o f f i c e together 
w i t h t r a d i n g posts and feadc blacksmith shops. 
The second of the great mail routes across the p l a i n s 
of Kansas was put i n t o operation July 1, 1850, Samuel 
H. Woodson of Independence, Missouri taking the f i r s t 
c o n t ract. The route extended from Independence, 
M i s s o u r i to Salt Lake C i t y , Utah and was twelve hundred 
m i l e s l o n g . Only a comparatively small part of t h i s 
route extended through Kansas. A f t e r l e a v i n g Independence, 
the route f i r s t passed through Fort Leavenworth and then 
followed the m i l i t a r y road which had been layed out be-
fo r e to the northwest and j o i n i n g the Oregon T r a i l j u s t 
beyond the crossing at the Big Blue i t followed the^jbrail 
to Fort Kearney. Thence the route followed the south 
bank of the P l a t t e , crossed the mountains at Bridger*s 
Pass and then going by way of Fort Bridger came d i r e c t l y 
to Salt Lake C i t y . Before the establishment of t h i s 
route, 
Fort Leavenworth had more or leas regular mail 
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communication with, the east but the establishment of t h i s 
places 
route brought the f i r s t mail service to the other XBXKX 
along the l i n e which i t followed, and i# creased the 
importance and s t a b i l i t y of the points that had already 
begun to be s e t t l e d . At the point where the stage cross-
ed the Big Blue, General Frank J . Mar shall ;-had-in 1849 , 
f i v e years before Kansas was thrown open f o r s e t t l e -
ment, had established a f e r r y which on account of the 
immense overland t r a v e l to the C a l i f o r n i a gold f i e l d s 
proved to be a very p r o f i t a b l e investment. In 1851, the 
f e r r y was moved two miles up the r i v e r to the present s i t e 
o f M a r y s v i l l e . When the overland mail route was e s t a b l i s h -
ed through t h i s p o i n t , a f l o u r i s h i n g settlement soon be-
gan to develop. In a d d i t i o n to * the f e r r y , there was 
al s o a p o s t - o f f i c e and a h o t e l here. There i s nothing to 
show that at t h i s time there were other important set t i e -
men t s i n Kansas along t h i s l i n e though l a t e r i t connected 
aA.th Atchison and St. Joseph, M i s s o u r i . 
These two mail routes, the one from Independence 
to S a l t Lake C i t y and the one from Independence to Santa 
Fe were only the beginning of the great overland m a i l , 
passenger,and express service that l a t e r were e s t a b l i s h e d 
between towns along the M i s s o u r i River and the settlements 
of the west, but they were the only ones that were i n oper 
a t i o n previoust to the spring of 1854 when Kansas was made 
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a t e r r i t o r y . I t i s , of course, true that the mere 
establishment of t h i s mail service i n . i t s e l f added very 
l i t t l e to the vast multitudes that were now crossing the 
p r a i r i e s and that i t was of l i t t l e value i n the aetual 
opening ikp of the country, for the routes followed by 
the stage l i n e s were those that had already been explored; 
and established by e a r l i e r agencies of c i v i l i z a t i o n ; but 
they were important as having a great influence upon the 
permanent settlement and future development of the country 
through which they passed. Injpollowing the very paths that 
had been followed f o r years they placed a higher stamp 
of c i v i l i z a t i o n upon them and points that had been formerly 
been mere way stations were now transformed into permanent 
settlements by the establishment of post o f f i c e s and re-
la y stations and they were henceforth common centres throu^i 
which communication with the rest of the wofcld was possible. 
As we have seen from a b r i e f sketch of the early 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the country to the west of Missouri, forces 
were gradually uniting and shaping themselves i n such a 
Vfelay that the opening up og the Kansas and Nebraska t e r r i -
tory was i n e v i t a b l e . For a h a l f a century, Kansas had been 
the great highway over which a l l exploring and trapping 
expeditions took t h e i r course to the west; for t h i r t y years 
the t r a i n s of commerce had passed over the barren p l a i n s 
of Kansas to the towns of what i s now New Mexico;the govern-
ment and the "different church denominations had e s t a b l i s h -
•d agencies, missions, schools and farms among the In-
dians who had been transported from t h e i r eastern reser-
vations; and m i l i t a r y supervision and control had been 
the means by which a l l t h i s t e r r i t o r y had been governed. 
La t e r the settlement of the Oregon controversy i n 1846, 
the Mormon emigration into Utah i n 1847-8, the annexation 
of New Mexico and the C a l i f o r n i a country and the conse-
quent opening up of the gold f i e l d s , a l l coming almost 
at the same time, had united to turn the interest of the 
East to the f a r West.-aw* The result was that thousands 
of emigrants, miners, traders and adventurers were soon 
pouring through Kansas to the west. I t was but natural, 
then, that Kansas should f e e l the effect of aJ3: not 
only^lhe e a r l i e r a c t i v i t i e s but also of the l a t e r events 
A tendency should be to f i l l up the 
i n the west and that the^gap between the East and the West 
and to make the evidences of c i v i l i z a t i o n continuous from 
the A t l a n t i c to the P a c i f i c . The consequence was that 
i n spite of the fact that a l l eastern Kansas was occu-
pied by Indians who were supposed to.be located there 
permanently, ^thore eould not help btft be a crowfling 
over the l i n e of settlement along the Missouri and an 
and 
encroachment upon the lands of the Indians, ̂ Kansas, 
which so long had been a mere highway to greater things 
beyond was, because of what she h e r s e l f contained, begin-
ning to e x c i t e the i n t e r e s t of s e t t l e r s and speculators. 
5f. 
She was now more than ready f o r the t e r r i t o r i a l organiza-
t i o n which came i n 1854.. This the people of the western 
s t a t e s recognized and f o r s e v e r a l years Senator Douglas^ 
o f I l l i n o i s had been t r y i n g to secure themx passage of 
an act f o r t h a t purpose. E s p e c i a l l y d i d the pro-slavery 
men of M i s s o u r i r e a l i z e that t h i s t e r r i t o r y must soon be 
opened up and they began to send i n men to preempt claims 
t o the best lands i n order tha^when the time should come 
they n i g h t c l a i m the country f o r s l a v e r y j Mo that i n 
a d d i t i o n to the a c t i v i t i e s of the peaceful p u r s u i t s of 
c i v i l i z e d communities, there were also to be seen the 
evidences of the coming struggle between pro-slavery 
an* f r e e s o i l men. Thus closes the f i r s t period of 
Kansas h i s t o r y . Her p r a i r i e s and p l a i n s were a l l ready 
f o r p e a c e f u l occupation and settlement and yet were soon 
to be the b a t t l e f i e l d f o r c i v i l s t r i f e which was the 
beginning of the g r e a t e r c o n f l i c t between the North and the 
South. 

